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“Giving Back”

Investing for Eternity

If you have ever invested money, what is the best return you’ve received?

Attitude in Giving

Giving with the proper attitude is crucial.

God set the example

“For God so loved the world, that He gave us His one and only Son.”



(John 3:16)

We need to give with love

“If I give all I possess to feed the poor, but have not love, I gain nothing.”

               
 (I Corinthians 13:3) 

Charles (Chuck) Swindoll writes about attitude:  “The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life. Attitude, to me, is more important than facts. It is more important than the past, the education, the money, than circumstances, than failure, than successes, than what other people think or say or do. It is more important than appearance, giftedness or skill. It will make or break a company... a church... a home. The remarkable thing is we have a choice everyday regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day. We cannot change our past... we cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way. We cannot change the inevitable. The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude. I am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% of how I react to it. And so it is with you... we are in charge of our Attitudes.”

Give to God First

“Honor the Lord from your wealth and from the first of all your produce.” (Proverbs 3:9)

Why do you think God says to give to Him first, rather than waiting to pay other bills?

Giving a “tithe” (= 10%) of our income is the foundation of giving to God.
“Will a man rob God?  Yet you rob me.  But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’ In tithes and offerings.  You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me.  Bring the whole tithe [10%] into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test me in this, says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”  (Malachi 3:8-10)

When God says “test me in this”, what is he challenging you to do?

Jesus was rebuking the Jewish leaders of his day, “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin.  But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness.  You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.”  (Matthew 23:23)
Advantages of Giving

Jesus commends giving: “Remembering the words of the Lord Jesus himself: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.”   (Acts 20:35)

Recall a time when you gave someone a nice gift. How did you feel about it?

1. Giving draws our hearts toward Christ.

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  (Matthew 6:21b)

2. Giving develops the character trait of generosity. 

“You will be made rich in every way, so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”

     







(2 Corinthians 9:11)

3. Giving allows us to invest for ourselves in eternity.

“But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven…”   (Matthew 6:21a)

What happens in your heart when you spend money outside of yourself?

4. Giving results in an increase to the giver.

“One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.  A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.”  (Proverbs 11:24-25)

        Does this biblical verse make mathematical sense?

       If not, then how can it be true? What does God have to do with the equation?

To Whom Should We Give?

1. Our Local Church.

“On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up…”   (I Corinthians 16:2)

How would you explain--to a friend--Paul’s principle about when and how much to give?

2. Christian Ministries.
“Anyone who is learning the teaching of God should share all the good things he has with his teacher.”  (Galatians 6:6, NCV)


“Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man's reward.”   (Matthew 10:41)


Where are you learning and growing in your spiritual life? Who/what are your sources? 


What do you think is meant by “share all good things” and “receives” in these verses?

3. The Poor.
“Lord, when did we see you hungry, and feed you, or thirsty, and give you something to drink?’…The King will reply, ‘Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”  (Matthew 25:37-40)

“I rescued the poor who cried for help, and the fatherless who had none to assist him…I made the widow’s heart sing…I was eyes to the blind and feet to the lame.  I was a father to the needy; I took up the case of the stranger.”   (Job 29:12-16)

Have you ever wondered why God may have prospered you? Could it be so that you can share something with a needy person?

If you had to summarize in a sentence or two what you’ve learned about giving in your Christian life, what would you say?

“They [the Macedonian believers] gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God’s will.”   (2 Corinthians 8:5)

There is a story about a man who arrived to Heaven.  Peter greeted him at the gates of heaven and said, “Welcome!  Follow me and I will show you to your residence.”   As they were walking, the man noticed a number of beautiful mansions with spacious lawns.  They were large and impressive, some multiple stories and grandiose.  He thought to himself as he walked, “I wonder what my mansion will look like?”   Peter turned a corner and came upon a small, rundown shack.  “Here you are,” Peter said.  “This is where you will live.”   The man looked at the little house, obviously disappointed.  He turned to Peter and asked, “Sir, 

why are these homes so big and elegant, while my place looks like a broken down ramshackle?”   Peter replied, “Well, what did you expect us to build for you with the kind of materials you sent to us?”

“Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy…” (Matthew 6:21)

· Whatever treasures we store up on earth will be left behind when we leave.

· Whatever treasures we store up in heaven will be waiting for us when we arrive.

· Other people, and we ourselves, will be the eternal beneficiaries of all our giving. 

What benefits have you witnessed in yourself and in others who make regular deposits into a heavenly account?
