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General Management (Stewardship) Guidelines

Definition of a Manager (Steward): “One who manages another's property, finances, or other affairs.” 

There are over 2,000 references to money in the Bible. More is said about our finances than ANY OTHER DISCIPLINE, more than prayer, bible study, meditation, worship, fasting, etc. combined! What is fascinating is that most of us would have no problem talking about the other disciplines such as, how to study the bible, how to pray, the discipline of fasting and meditation, worship. 

Key Commitments:

1. WE MUST SETTLE THE ISSUE OF LORDSHIP. Jesus said, "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money” (Matt. 6:24).  The economy is not the road suggested to us by Christ. It is not the cure all. Money will not solve the complex issues of man. 

2. Break the strong force that money has. How? You give it away! (Luke 12:13-34) When you give it away, you break the power it has over you. By giving it away (or investing it in the eternal), you bring it under God’s domain. Does this mean we empty our bank accounts? No, but we must hold it loosely.
3. Live within our harvest. Simplicity and Contentment. It’s possible, it’s just not popular. We do make enough money - Heb. 13:5, “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have…” 1 Tim. 6:8, “But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.” Phil. 4:11-13, “…I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength.”
Old Testament Tithing

The Lord’s Tithe. The foundational tithe was termed the Lord’s tithe (or the Levites’ tithe) found in Numbers 18:21-29, because it went to support their priestly ministry. Leviticus 27:30 says: "`A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD.” This meant that a tithe (10%) of all the people’s produce and animals was given to the Levites. NO ISRAELITE HAD ANY OPTION ABOUT THIS. A man who did not pay it was robbing God.. Malachi 3:8, "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, `How do we rob you?' "In tithes and offerings.”

The Festival Tithe. In addition to the initial 10%, there was a second tithe, commonly called the festival tithe. According to Deuteronomy 12:10-11,17-18, this tithe had to be given for an annual celebration of the conquering of the Promised Land. The Lord’s tithe was for the on-going ministry, the festival tithe was to build celebration and community in God’s people. Put the two together and now you’ve got a MANDATORY 20%. 

The Poor Tithe. Deuteronomy 14:28-29. This provided for the social welfare of those who could not provide for themselves. Since the tithe was 10% every three years, it come to 3.3% per year, thus bring the total to over 23%. Lev. 19:9-10.

Jesus and Money

· The Rich Young Ruler, Luke 18:18-30. “Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
· The Sermon of the Mount, Matthew 6:19-20, "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal…”

· To the man grabbing for his inheritance, Luke 12:15,21: “Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”

· Jesus’ exchange with the Pharisees. Matt. 23:23, “woe upon you, Pharisees…you tithe down to the last mint leaf in your garden, but ignore the important things - justice and mercy and faith. Yes, you should tithe, but you shouldn’t leave the more important things undone.”  Note: tithing was the only thing Jesus commended the Pharisees for doing. 

Two Key Parables: 

1. Luke 19:11-27 (The Ten Minas). We are all given resources (a mina). We are to put these resources to work for the benefit of the Master. Our Master expects a return on His investment. Rewards are given to those who use His resources wisely to produce more.

2. Matthew 25:14-30 (The Talents). We all given “talents” (resources) in different measures. The Master decides the measure. We are all to work our individual measure to produce a return for the Master. Rewards are given to those who utilize their “talents” wisely to produce more.

Grace Giving In The New Testament (2 Cor. 8-9)
1. Sowing generously produces a generous harvest. In the 16th century, John Calvin explained: “Whenever mere human reason calls us back from doing good through fear of loss, we should immediately oppose it with this truth: ‘But the Lord declares that we are sowing!’”

2. Each one gives what they have determined in their heart to give. This requires forethought and commitment from the individual or couple. Following a careful review of your spending plan, make a commitment to God and then stick to it! 

3. God promises to meet our needs, not necessarily our wants. 

4. God’s blessing results in our ability to continue to meet the needs of the body of Christ.

5. Giving to meet needs is also an expression of gratitude to God who is the source of all we enjoy. 

6. Don’t give “grudgingly or under compulsion.” A believer was giving his testimony in church one morning. He said, “If you feel like you are giving too much, and are unhappy about giving so much, ask God to reduce your income.”

7. Giving tangibly demonstrates our love for the well-being of the body.

8. The ability to give is a gift from God. 

Biblical Financial Principals

God’s Part:

· God owns it all – Lev. 25:23; Deut. 10:14; 1 Chron. 29:11-12 Ps. 24:1; Ps. 50:10-12 

· God is in control – 1 Chron. 29:11; Ps. 135:6; Is. 40:21-24, 26, 45:6-7, 55:8-9; Dan. 4:34-35; Rom. 8:28

· God is the provider – 1 Kings 17:4-6; Matt. 6:33; Phil. 4:19

Our Part:
· God expects us to be good managers (stewards) of His resources in our care – Ps. 8:6; Matt. 25:14-23; 1 Cor.4:2

· Our faithfulness as managers affects God’s blessing – Matt. 25:21; Luke 16:1-2, 10-12

Avoid Debt:
· Debt is considered slavery – Prov. 22:7; 1 Cor. 7:23

· Debt was considered a curse – Deut. 28:1, 2, 12, 15, 43, 44

· Debt presumes upon tomorrow – James 4:13-15

· Debt may deny God an opportunity – Mal. 3:10

· Pay your debts, on time – Ps. 37:21; Prov. 3:27-28

· Don’t cosign – Prov. 6:1-5, 17:18

Seek Counsel:
· Seek counsel – Prov. 10:8, 12:15, 19:20

· From the Lord and Scripture – Ps. 119:24, 98-100; Heb.4:12; Ps. 16:7, 32:8, 73:24

· From godly people – Lev. 19:31; Ps. 1:1,  37:30-31

· From parents – Prov. 6:20-22

· From many counselors – Prov. 11:14, 15:22;

Practice Honesty:
· Dishonesty reveals a lack of love for God and others – Ex. 20:15-16; Prov. 14:2; John. 14:15; Rom. 13:9-10

· Honesty confirms God’s direction – Prov. 4:24-26

· Avoid dishonest people – Ps. 101:6-7; Prov. 29:24; 1 Cor. 15:33

· God blesses those who are honest – Prov. 3:32, 12:19, 15:6, 20:7

· God curses those who are dishonest – Prov. 3:32, 13:11, 15:27, 21:6

Give Generously:
· Attitude matters – Prov. 3:9; Matt. 6:1-4; 1 Cor. 13:3; 2 Cor. 8:1-2, 9:7

· Advantages

· Increase in intimacy – Matt. 6:21, 25:21

· Increase in heaven – Matt 6:20; Phil. 4:17

· Increase on earth in order to continue to meet needs – Prov 11:24-25; 2 Cor. 9:6-11 

· Amount to give – Gen. 14:20, 28:22; Mal. 3:8-9; 2 Cor: 8:1-5, 9:6-8; 1 Tim. 6:18-19

· Give to the church and Christian ministries – Num. 18:21; Gal. 6:6; 1 Tim. 5:17

· Give to the poor – Prov. 28:27; Matt. 25:34-45; Gal. 2:10

Work Hard:
· God’s part in our work

· God gives skills – Ex. 36:1

· God gives success – Ex. 39:2-3

· God controls promotion – 1 Chron. 29:12; Ps. 75:6-7

· Our part in our work

· Work hard – Prov. 12:27, 18:9; Ecc. 9:10; Col. 3:23-24; 2 Thes.3:8-9; 1 Peter 2:18

· Rest – Ex. 34:21

· Avoid partnerships with non-Christians – 2 Cor. 6:14-17

Save Consistently:
· Invest in eternity – Matt 6:19-21

· Provide for your family – Prov. 13:22; 1 Tim. 5:8, “A good man leaves an inheritance for his children’s children…anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”
· Save for your future – Prov. 21:20, In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.
· Avoid just wanting to get rich – 1 Tim. 6:9-11, 17; James 1:9-10

· Save consistently – Prov. 21:5, The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty.
· Avoid risky investments – Ecc. 5:13-15, “I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its owner, or wealth lost through some misfortune, so that when he has a son there is nothing left for him.”
· Diversify – Ecc. 11:2

· Have a will – 2 Kings 20:1, “This is what the LORD says: Put your house in order, because you are going to die; you will not recover.”
· Put your confidence in God, not your assets – 1 Tim 6:17

Spend Wisely:
· Be content – Phil 4:11-13; 1 Tim. 6:8; Heb. 13:5

· Avoid coveting – Ex. 20:17; Eph. 5: 3,5

· Enjoy what you have but don’t become attached – 1 Tim. 4:4; 1Jn. 2:15-17

· Make an effort to live more simply – 1 Thes. 4:11-12; 2 Tim. 2:3-4

· Balance success with serving Christ – Mark 8:36

· Christian litigation – Matt. 5:23-24, 18:15-17; 1 Cor. 6:1-7

· Taxes – Luke 20:25; Rom. 13:1, 6-7

· Don’t show partiality – James 2:1-9

· Teach your children – Deut. 6:6-7; Prov. 22:6

Live for Eternity:
· Life is short, plan ahead – Ps. 39:4-6; 90:10-12; Mark 8:36; 2 Cor. 4:18

· It all stays here when we go – Job 1:21; Ps. 49:16-20; 1 Tim 6:7

· We will give account for what we have done – Ecc. 12:14; Heb. 4:13, 9:27; 1 Peter 4:5; 

· God rewards faithfulness – 2 Tim. 4:7-8
